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described GWL’s conduct as ‘suspicious’ and his 
‘political integrity doubtful’.30

On the 30 October 1861, Dr Mackay won the 
seat of North Gippsland over Mr Wood, ‘the 
squatters’ advocate’31, but ‘turned’ once he was in 
Parliament much to the disgust of the people who 
voted for him.32

In December 1861, the ‘Gippsland agitator’, GWL, 
appeared in Warrnambool assisting the liberal 
causes.33 His name doesn’t appear again in the 
newspapers until the report of his death. He 
died on 20 June 186434 on his own land in Upper 
Maff ra (now Newry), land which he acquired 
the year before, in 1863. He died from injuries 

sustained following a kick by a horse he had been 
treating for ‘an attack of the gripes’.35 He was 33 
years old. 

In conclusion, I believe George Williams Lee 
was ‘a good bloke’. He presents as a committed, 
passionate Australian who believed in self-
improvement, social justice, happiness, a 
work/life balance and jobs for all. He may have 
given fl owery speeches that were a little ‘too 
philosophical’36, but there’s evidence to suggest 
that he wanted to dispel the social inequalities 
he would have seen in London before he 
emigrated. His ideal was for everyone to have 
equal opportunities in sharing in the delights of 
Australia Felix.


